
GUIDE TO SELECTING THE BEST SNIP TO MAKE THE CUT

For further specifications on each product, refer to the products section

COMPOUND LEVERAGE AVIATION SNIPS

Product/Blade Pattern Model # Cutting Features/Direction

Cutting 
Capacity 
(CRSM) Common Uses/Best Applications

Regular Blade Pattern traditional pattern

Regular - Left Cut P6716L straight and wide left curves 18 ga. versatile, cut multitude of materials
Regular - Right Cut P6716R straight and wide right curves 18 ga. versatile, cut multitude of materials
Regular - Straight Cut P6716S straight and wide left and right curves 18 ga. versatile, cut multitude of materials

 90-Degree Pattern right angle blades, patented design, cuts 
better in confined spaces

Upright Snips® - Left P6900L tight left curves and circles, push or pull cut 24 ga. tight spaces, overhead
Upright Snips® - Right P6900R tight right curves and circles, push or pull cut 24 ga. tight spaces, overhead

Offset Blade Pattern material flows away from blades, making 
long cuts easier; also keeps hands above 
material

Offset - Left Cut P6510L straight and tight left curves 18 ga. cuts curves and makes long cuts better
Offset - Right Cut P6510R straight and tight right curves 18 ga. cuts curves and makes long cuts better
Offset - Straight Cut P6510S straight and tight left and right curves 18 ga. cuts curves and makes long cuts better

Specialty Aviation Snips Cut hard metals, cable, thick materials

Cable Cutter P6300 wire rope, hardened wire, cable
5/32-in. dia. 

wire rope uses M2 tool steel blade inserts

Bulldog P6716L notch cuts 16 ga. drive cleats, multiple layers

Long Cut P6716L straight cuts - 3 -inch cut length 20 ga. long straight cuts in siding, other materials

SSP Aviation Snips for hardened metals (inconel, stainless steel)

SSP6716-R cuts right 22 ga. SSSM
SSP6716-L cuts left 22 ga. SSSM
SSP6510-L offset, cuts left 22 ga. SSSM
SSP6510-R offset, cuts right 22 ga. SSSM

SSSM = stainless steel sheet metal
CRSM = cold rolled sheet metal

Selecting the right snip depends on the material to be cut, material thickness, cut length, cut direction (straight, left, right) and whether cutting straight, a 
wide curve, tight curve or circle. Aviation snips make cuts easier because they feature compound leverage handles. Tinner snips are the traditional tools 

used for decades. They feature a very wide opening but the tools become very heavy and large to cut heavy gauge sheet metal.

Different blade patterns (regular or offset aviation; duckbill or straight tinner snip) cut curves better while others make long cuts easier. These are 
summarized below.



TINNER SNIPS

Product/Blade Pattern Model # Cutting Feature/Direction
Cutting 
Capacity Common Uses
(CRSM)

Straight

 7" P77S cuts straight and wide curves 24 ga. versatile, cut multitude of materials
10" P107S cuts straight and wide curves 22 ga. versatile, cut multitude of materials
12" P127S cuts straight and wide curves 20 ga. versatile, cut multitude of materials

Duckbill

 7" P77D straight and tight left or right curves 26 ga. for cutting circles and shapes
10" P107D straight and tight left or right curves 24 ga. for cutting circles and shapes
12" P127D straight and tight left or right curves 22 ga. for cutting circles and shapes

Replaceable Blade multi-function, lightweight

lightweight replaceable blade M1200
cuts straight and tight curves; blades 
replaceable 22 ga.

versatile, lightweight, cut multitude of 
materials

Bulldog P167B cuts thick materials 16 ga. notch cuts thick materials
Combination P147C for long cuts and curves; 3 7/8 In cut length 18 ga. variety of uses
Vinyl siding snip P127-SV vinyl siding; not for metal n.a. siding

BY TYPE OF CUT

long, straight cuts long cut aviation snip, P147B tinner snip, M1200 replaceable blade snip: cutting capacity varies 
wide curves in sheet metal regular aviation snips, straight tinner snips
tight curves in sheet metal offset aviation snips, duckbill tinner snips; Upright Snips®
tight curves and circles Upright Snips®
thick material, multiple layers bulldog aviation snip, P167B tinner snip

Handle Color Designation

Green cuts right
Red cuts left
Yellow cuts straight
Orange Special snip (bulldog, cable cutter, Special hardness, etc.)


